LAM dismayed that the royal commission

appears to be a place where attendees get

afree kick at the expense of the CEA.

Wake up and smell the roses, Victoria,
Without the courageous efforts of the CEA
and its volunteers, the fireg would have
destroyed many more communities and
would probably be stijl burning today.
hese constant assaults on the CFA are

an assault on the hard-working volunteers
who give up their time and take risks to
Protect the community. Stop blaming
them for 4 once-in-a-generation fire
Spurred on by almast unbelievable
weather conditiong,

IfTwerea CEA volunteer I would be
questioning why [ do it whep the thanis |
receive for taking risks is criticism from
some in the media and an apparently
ungrateful public,

T'sayto the CFA and its members every-
where on behalf of the silent maj orityin
regional Victoria, thank you for being
there, thank you for your efforts and thank

youfor a job well doqe.
Davld Kemp, Lancefield

True professionals

TO DESCRIBE the hobby farmers of Tag-
gerty Heights as Dad’s Army (The Age,
11/6) suggests they were amateurs, N ot
true. Theirs was truly professionaj state
of preparedness and amodel for all com-
munites at risk, They were brepared for _
all external back Up, communication ang
Stipport to fail, as they did, A similar
degree of Preparation, aithough more qgif.
ficult in larger Cemmunities, would haye
saved many Jives in Marysviile, Kinglake
and Strathewen. Good planning, building
standards and firefighting services are
necessary, but not sufficient to reduce
bushfire disaster risk 1o an aceeptable Jevel,

Emeritus Professor Paul Grundy, AM, department of cjvil
engitieering, Monash University, Blackbum

Brains, not brawn

CONTRARY to Rod Liesfield’s assertion
tLetters, 12/6), fuel reduction burning at
the wrong time or with the wrong fre-
quency does impact negatively on the
envirenment. Controlied burning conduc.-
ted too frequently can, in Some vegetation
types, even resuli in an increase in fuel Joad,
When Judge Stretton said after the 1939

and natural cycles of the landscape to have
understood the consequences of their lack
of environmental knowledge and careless

ing of fires, if only we had bothered,
Instead of learning how to manage its
biological procesges for the benefit of the
environment and the people, we have hean
too busy trying to bully Australia’s enviror,.

- Imentinto submissjop Black Saturday was a

Savage reminder that we have failed purely
ough the use of brawn, Perhaps we

should try using our brains instead,

Helen Mass, Croydon
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Madden ignores

Particular, it found “serious
concerns in relation to the

the plan, though it is divisive,
The development is not
about jobs because abalone

fact, the inquiry said that “a])

detriment to touri m”,
S0 what does the Brumby

ister Justin Madden frots out a
“ves” to the Proposal, trying to

—asbased on safety concerns,
Patsy Lisle, Altona

Out of controj

PLANNING Minister Madden
approved a boat ramp develop-
ment in Mallacoota on Thurs-
day despite the planning
Process finding the project
faulty on €Conomic, social and
environmental grounds,

Our analysis showed the
€conomic case to be seriously
flawed, with operational costs
being underestimated by
275 per cent, capital costs by3o
per cent and benefits heavily
overstated by junk economic
modelling. The panel agreed.

While clearlynot 5 Droject to
be supported by precious local
government funds, Madden dis-
tegarded the panel’s decision
despite the damning evidence.

The planning process is out
of contro], Why bother with an
assessment process when 4
minister can veto on a whim? It’s
time to get some rigourin the
Planning processes, Let's hope
Minister Gavin J ennings with-
holds his consent under the
Coastal Management At
Simon 0°Connor and Tristan Knowles,
Economists at Large, Melbourne

¥

OwWn panei’s advice

BASTION Point, Mailacoota, is
one of the last easily accessible,
Wilderness beaches in Victoria,
here’s a plan to stuff j up with
a breakwater, a beach road, and
4 permanent sand dredge, An
inquiry found overwhehningiy
against the plan’s suitability, In

safety of all the new Droposals”
and that estimates of economic
benefits were not justified, The
majority of residents are against

divers can already get out to seq,
Butas the Droposal will intryde
on the beauty of the whole area
of coast, it may threaten jobs.In

options wili have an overall net
Government do? Planning Min-

Justify it — against the evidence

is atrigk,

Marfon Manffold, Port Campbell
Community Group, Port Campbell

Change the tactics

the development, port Campbeil

BARBARA Demick’s question
“How do you solve a problem
like (North) Korea with saic-

tiong?” (The Age, 12/ 6) hasa
simple answer: change the tac-
tics. North Korea's development
of nuclear bombs and long-

Tange missiles can be directly

attributable to the failure of the
US policy of threat as 3 means to

contain the “rogue” state, The

threats included nuking the
country, surrounding the
borders with air anqd naval baseg
with the most lethat weapons in
the US arsenals, and Us-

Initiated crippling economic

sanctions, None of these tactics

worked,
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Port Campbel| at risk

Perhaps;

could work:

THE Island Arch near Loch Ard mantle USh,
Gorge has just collapsed. A few Kored, remay
weeks ago an entire seqg cavern destruction f
also collapsed at the Bay of normalise tr;
Islands. The fragility of the Port cultural exch,
Campbell coastline is obvioys, tainly improy

Despite this, developers are Livifig of the p
Proposing to build on the port absence of ex
Campbell headland the South- missiles will
ern Ocean Beach House, which because they;
includes a 100-room hotel, 10 Bilt Mathew, Parky
shops and a 200-seat Iestaurant,

Geotechnical specialists have . i
advised the Government that the Competlt
overscale excavation and foyg- Sclentific
dations for the hotel near four
major sea caverns is high risk SOME of the dj

| andlikely to accelerate coilapse elite athletes d,
of the headland, They also Bell (The Age, 1
warned of the high public risk different from ;
and lighility, because my chy

The Government's own poli- science, I am ey
cies show it is unwise to build the cost of mye
large structures near fragile cliffs, Survival jn ¢}
It's time the Government halted world of scienti

requires years o:
sacrifice, and ca
tration and disy
These demands
abandon a scien
Thave put my
ings on hold for
sue a doctorate, ]
savings or supera
I'watch schoolm:
This is my choice
will have to repay
undergraduate tr;
Butwhyisan g
cation free? Ig jt by
occupation is moy
Inine? The propos
a HECS-type loan;
will simply mean ¢
cost of their trainiy
if, and when, they!
OVEr a certain threq
ike the rest of us wl
an equally valuahlg
to Australia,
Lyndsey Vivian, Griffith, AJ
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